
Statement by the Delegation of the Republic of India at the 25th Meeting 
of States Parties to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 

1982 in New York on June 12, 2015 
 
Thank you, Mr. President, 
 
We welcome the Report of the Secretary-General which is quite 
comprehensive. 
 
We are happy to note the interest of State Parties in utilizing the provisions of 
the UNCLOS. A score of 167 State parties, 78 submissions pertaining to the 
Delineation of Continental Shelves, coupled with 26 approved plans of 
exploration of deep sea mineral resources namely, poly-metallic nodules, 
cobalt rich crusts, and poly-metallic sulfides, amply reflect upon the success of 
the Convention.  
 
Mr. President, 
 
Three institutions have been established under the Convention, namely, the 
International Seabed Authority, the International Tribunal for the Law of the 
Sea, and the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf and it is a 
matter of great delight to note the significant progress of work achieved 
during the past one year as indicated by several delegations including India.  
 
India congratulates Mr. Nenad Leder, of Croatia on his election to the 
membership of CLCS.   
 
With States utilizing the provisions of the Convention, specifically pertaining 
to the establishment of outer limits of continental shelf, an important area is 
emerging which would contribute to the economic growth of the world 
community. In addition it would also facilitate the settlement of maritime 
boundaries between the states. Without settlement of maritime boundaries, 
Commission on the Limits of Continental Shelf would not be in a position to 
consider those submissions which are getting delayed on this account. We 
welcome those delegations which have taken initiatives and settled their 
maritime boundaries.   
 
 
 



Mr. President, 
 
Access to energy forms important pre-requisite of development and in terms 
of oceans, offshore wind has emerged as one of the most potential source of 
renewable energy.  Recognizing this potential, Government of India has taken 
a major initiative and formulated an Offshore Wind Energy Policy with a view 
to augment growth in renewable energy.  
 
Thank you, Mr. President. 
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